for farmers and revising "burdensome approval processes" to provide farmers easier access to fertilizers, pesticides and veterinary drugs. -Roger Collier, CMAJ Survey question: What changes would you make to Canada's food inspection and safety system? Conservative response: No response. Rather than participate in CMAJ's 2011 election survey, the Conservatives forwarded a weblink to their party platform. Asked what the rationale was for declining participation, party spokesperson Ryan Sparrow says the weblink constitutes a response to the survey. "That response is the response from the campaign."
Liberal response:
"Canadians expect all foods within Canada to meet the same quality, safety and environmental sustainability standards, regardless of whether that food is produced at home or abroad. A Liberal government will:
• Conduct a comprehensive review of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), Health Canada and the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC), to ensure effective coordination of Canada's food safety system to minimize risks and assure Canadians that the food on their tables is safe.
• Invest an additional $50 million over four years to improve food inspection by the CFIA and to ensure the same food safety standards set for Canadian producers are applied to foods imported into Canada."
New Democrat response:
"New Democrats will introduce a Canadian Food Strategy that will combine health goals, environmental goals, food quality objectives, local and organic choices for consumers across the country. An NDP government will increase food safety by hiring 200 new food inspectors for the Canadian Food Inspection Agency and strengthen the Canada Food Inspection Agency's capacity to prevent, detect and respond to food borne illness outbreaks and ensure imported foods meet the same environmental and health standards that apply to food produced in Canada. Finally, New Democrats will enact legislation to require proper labelling of food with information on its origin, its nutritional value and whether it is genetically modified or not."
Bloc Québécois response:
"À la suite de l'éclosion de nombreux cas de listériose et du décès de 22 personnes, les consommateurs ont réalisé que même les produits canadiens représentaient un risque pour leur santé. Ces événements sont d'autant plus inquiétants qu'ils semblent être la conséquence d'un projet pilote gouvernemental sur l'autorégulation de l'industrie dans le domaine de l'inspection des aliments.
Une des préoccupations fréquemment soulevées sur la réglementation des aliments au Québec et au Canada a trait à la question de l'indépendance, de l'objectivité et de la transparence de la science relativement à l'évaluation des technologies. Ainsi, nous croyons que, pour les mêmes raisons que l'industrie ne devrait jamais avoir le
